WEATHER.

Hain this afternoon and probably to-
night. Tomorrow partly cloudy: not
much change in temperaiure; fresh and
strong southwest winds.

Temperature for the past twenty-
four hours: Highest, 42, at 3 p.m. ves-
terday; lowest, 31, at 9 p.m. vesterday.

Full report on page 23
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The annual report of the Commissioners of the District of Co-
Jumbia was submitted to Congress today. It follows:

WASHING

TON, D. C.. November 15, 1915

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled :

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia herewith sub-
mit for the information of Congress, in accordance with the require-
ments of section 12 of “An act providing a permanent form of gov-
ernment for the District of Columbia,” approved June i1, 1878 (20
Stat., 108), and section g oi the sundry civil appropriation act ap-
proved August I, 1914. a report of the official doings of the govern-

ment of the District of Columbia

1915. [
This report embraces detailed

several departments and offices of

for the fiscal year ended June 3o,

exhibits of the operations of the
the government of the District of

Columbia during that period, which the Commissioners have pref-
aced with an abstract oi their contents, and with suggestions having
in view the improvement of the service and conditions under their

supervision and control.

Financial.

BTATEMENT A—Consolidated statement showing ”.’ cash income from all

sources, expenditures on account ?r
during the fiscal vear ended June 30,

appropriations. trust and special funds
1315, and (2) the debt of the District of

Columbia at the close of said fiscal year.

Unsly aceount.
Balanees July 1. 1914,
Cash balanee to the credit of disbursing offcer of
the Distriet of Colnmbia with the tremsurer o f
the United States on necount of [rost aod spe.
b T e
Cash balapee to eredit of troasurer of the Na-
tienal Training School for Girls oo acecunt of
approprietions
Cash balances to the eredit of the several trust
nuil spoetal funds in the Treasury of the Unlted
Hiates
Cash balanee in the bands of [he cullector of
isxes om acrount of—
Geperal fumd. .. ...l
Trust and special funds. ......... 1,7
Repayments tfo appropriations. ...

Cash balance in the Treasury of the ¥n
Hiates gun sccvunt of geoernl fumd

Income.

Revenues eollected on account of the genernl
Tned

Amount paid by the United States on sgount of
thes proportion of District of Columb.a apprs
priations payable by the United States under
g ael of June :.Ii ‘83: &

Advances for special pa TOVeIDents, ... ..

© Mons pu-secount of trust and

'-ﬁ'.-: .' - iEw LR AT S S

! o Expenditares.
~ i s BB o B E06AGL.

of Cnited

the
States on sevount of —
Whashington Market Co. rentals.

IME-TE . oveeeicnisarmreeas 7.500.00
Interest dme lo sdjustment of -

eperal fund account......... o0

ashington Market Co. rentals, e 3

HATR-1914. other than above.. 158,437.50
Advances for speclal park fm- i
prove; s—

Movtrose Fark— 2
Princlpal ... ..c.cooon.n 13,750,000
Iuterest for fAwscal year =

IM3, at 3 per eenl.... .. 41230

Mertifaa HII Park—

Prinelpal ... cc.c...cvine 61.250.00
Interest for Mfscal ycar = o
1013, at 2 per ceml. .. ... 1,855 .0

Costn  of ‘--)imhmn:t:ﬁu of
Merllian HIll Par
Principal . .......... A 1,200.40
loterest for @scal year et

1915, at 3 per cenl .. ... 28.540
Preedmen’s Hospital -
Fur care of patlents, 1006 ] i

7} b R L g 3799650

Indebtedness, advances, 187778,
on geeount of J.65-bond Inter
e=1, act March 4, 1915..... + 8067, 20
Total expemditures for year ]
Eslances June 50, 1813,
Canh halanes to the eredit of disimrsinz offieer
v ith the treasurer of the Uolted Stales on ac

ot el -

Apprepriations P
amd special Tumis

Trast
h Unlanee ta eredlt of treasurer of the Ma
1 Training Schoul far o o account of

rintion . - .
nee in bands of ollector of faxes. ae
cimnt of general fund . i iy
Cash brlagecs In Treawurs of the | pited States
on svegunt of
Genrral fuml .
Trust and special Tunds

Detir,
June S0, 1013
vmtstanding Tonded debt of the Distrier of
alumbia - A
Advances arcount of special park improve
ments i :

Inccense In Indebtedness by reason of relmbmrs
ments  required 1o be made o the United
Simtes for

‘ashington Market ("o . 1875 e 1L

hington Market (o s, 19173 to 1914

terent to widjnst general fund st

ark Improveusnis * of cindempalion

Fresimen's Hospltal —care of p tieots, 19408
1913 . : 5 -

Interest on bonds. 1877.0%

Tuterest on park advances

Redurtion of deldt by reason of cash payments
made during the fiscal year 1915 meeonn! —
mded debt of the District of Colombia. .
Relmbursements to the United States an (e
talied above . s
Balance, bonded debt ont 14 Juane
20, 1915 g LR, iy
United States 3 per cent Pannma canal hoods

ds of the treasarer of the 1'nited
wnt investment sinking fond sporo

in the h
=tates
prinths

et debt June 36, 1915

Analysis of Receipts and Expendi-
tures.

ash receipts from all sources for the
vear, which amounted to $15.654,913.70,
were made up as follows., From taxes,
lcenses and miscellaneous sources,
$£5,041,529.65. amount pald by the United
Stutes as its share of the expenses of
the local government under the act of
June 11, 1575, $8,115,015.99; temporary
advances by the United States on ac-

vount " of costs of condemnation of
Meridlan HIill Park, $7.20; trust and
special  fund collections, including
water fund, §1,525,260.83.

Cash expendiiur== for the year
amounted to 3$314.845.469.45, of which

there was paid from appropriations and
general fund $13,475.109.99 and from
rust and specizl fundes, including the
water fund, §1,370,359.46.

The expenditure from the generdl
fund of $13.475,109.9¢ is made up of
$12,606,454,67 from appropriations for
the expenses of the government of the
Distriet of Columbia, including the ap-
propriation for interest wnd sinking
fund, and 3$868,600.42 reimbursed to
the United States as required by vari-
ous acts of Congress, including inter-
est charges Teon.

i the expenditure of $1,370;~

Detail. Total. Grand total.
L
$56, 400,56
RiD.31
204, 471.45
45.505.85
o.875.24
i $363,185.41
41,520,068
. B.118,015.99
i
1.525,700.83
—————— 15,684.812.70 - ; s
————— §16.050,072.11
1 O T ———
13,976,514.03
FOES 635, 42
....... $14.855, 469 45
2544552
651,31
|
1204000, 66
e F16.050.079. 11
——
G000, 150 00
Tl
7,507, 4h5.42
421, 150000
RN G55 42
- 1250, 5075, 42
,,,,,,,, 6,518, 00000
.......... 265, 0. (N)
1 =
0,227, D400

3L 3 -
r;.ﬂ.-ﬂ: from trust and special funds are

§9.560.71 for payments on acco
| police relief fund: $43.546.55 on ug?;u:::
of the firemen’s relief fund: $40,497.65
for support of abandoned wives ani
children, paid from deposits  made
l'I}rol{n;h the Juvenile Court; and $606,-
355.35 on naccount of the water fund
for the extension of the high-servics

aystem and other expense 2
it p 8 of the water

Payments on the Bonded Debt and
Reimbursements Made to the
United States Under Vlri-.
ou_s Acts of Congress.

At the clase of the prior fiscal vear,
ended June 30, 1914, the District of Co-
lumbia owed $6,93%,130 on sccount of
the bonded debt represented by out-
standing 3.65 bonds and $76,282.79 ax n
reimbursement to the United States for
advances for Medirlan Hill and Mont-
rose parks; in all, $7.,015,433.29.

During the year sundry scts of Con-
gress directed that the following sum
be reimbursed to the United States on
account of advances, adjustments and

Democrats

110N,
\a N‘?(

DEMOCRATIC,
GOMMITTEE

REPUBLIGANS READY
TOADRESORNT

Must Not Make
National Defense Party Is-
sue, Says Gallinger.

Senate republicans will make
no partisan fight on the admin-
istration national defens<e pro-
gram if it is not iramed by the
democrats in caucus.
Gallinger, republican
the Senate, told President \Wilson

the army and navy strengthened. |

would -not approve o the demo-|
crats making the defense plans
party measures in caucus.

I agree with the thought In the

minds of the Fresident and Secretary
Garrison in the preparation of the ad-

ministration preparedness nplan,”’ said!
Henator Gallinger, “but [ -have not|
studied all the details yet.

“The republic will not treat ithis
matter in a partisan manner, nmd | so
told the President. We will honestiy
co-operate with the party In power in |
working out defense plans whicn will |
he adequate and sane,  But we will

not agree to have the democprats

their plans in cancus and then ask us
to approve them.”
Question Not Party One.

“The question of preparing for the
defense of the nation is not & party
one, and the repulldicans are ready to
meet the democrats halfl way if theyl
are really willing to disc this ques-

¢ dicution

St'nﬂlurlbiilv will be taken up and pushed vigor-
leader r)f!u:.‘!il:’. Thiz measure is a gingle tax hill,
' | providing for the exemptlon ef all kinda

Gallinger said, he will offer as n =ub-|
stitute a shipping bill he has prepared.

The republican party, he added, has ai- |

wiays belleved In the feature of the
administration bill providing thut the
merchant marine be used as naval

auxillaries In time of war.
Advocates Bond Issue.

Senator Gallinger advocated a bond

the Treasury.

ready. He particularly objected to the
tax on automobiles and gasoline pro-

favor taking off any of the taxes now
being collected, and wants to see the
duty on sugar remain as it is

Delay Introduction of Bills.

In a conference today Chairmen
Chamberlain and Hay of the military
committees of Congress decided not to
introduce bills they have prepared at
this time, but to submit them infornally
to the committees for deliberation.

“1f we should introduce them now
they might be construed as partisan
meagures,” Senator Chamberlain said,

Dr. Ryan Reaches Switzerland.

LAUSANNE, Switzerland, December §,
—Dr. Edward W. Ryan, chief of the
American Red Cross in Ferbia for many
months, has arrived here. Dr. Ryan
states that he will make a tour or

France, England and Tialy to obtain
aid for e relief work in Serbia and

"(Eortinted on Nineteenth Page.)

then will rejoln”‘the Serblan ar
Albania. army in

issue to provide the money neede by |
He said he believed the |
country was taxed heavily enough al-|

posed by the I'resident, bot said that
he had ziways thought the minimum
limit on which incomes are taxed
should be lowered. He helieved a tux |
on bank checks would do no harm and
would not be felt by the people, He
opposed a tax on iron and steel sug-
kested by the President. He did not

Measure Provides Exemption
for All Personal Property
From Taxation Here.

The fact that Chairman Jchnson of the

[District commitiee of the House has as-

sureil Representative Bailey of Pennsyl-
vania the chairmanship of the subcom-
mittee on assessment and taxatlon is in-
that at least one of the Bailey

of personal property from taxation. His

todav that the rcpuhlicum want | ether measure, introduced on the opening

day of Congress, but not yel printed, pro-
vides for self-government in the District

= = - } f 12

Following a long conference with jof Columbia,
the President, Senator Gallinger
said Mr, Wilson informed him he!ative Bailey today; it is modeled after a

“I am most interested in my assessment
d taxation measure,” said Represent-

law which has been actually put into
operation in certain second-class Pennsyl-
vania cities. 1T understand that the joint
committee of Congress is at work on'the

questicns relating to the financial rela-
'tions of the United States and the Dis-
trict, 7 that this inchudes assessment
2d ot tien subjecis. However, that
coinmities’s Teport may not get anywhers,
and 1 am therefore going to werk for my
Lill independently of all other considera-
".‘:'HJF.II

Thiz measure reads in the lmportant
sections as follows:

Bill for Single Tax.

“That beginning with the year 1916

an annual charge of five per centum

for depreciation shall be made againet
all improvements in said District, this
amount to be deducted from the as-

| sessed value of such property. provided

further that in addition to the amount
charged off for depreciation there shall

tion in a non-partisan 3 .

Senator Gallinger disagreed with the annually be a further reduction of 10
President on his plans for previding oy per centum for a period of five vears
merchant marine for the country and j; the total assessment against im-
for ralsing the money. Hnecesiary- for provements, o that at the end of that
preparedness. When the administra- ; 2 ; : ; hall
tion shipping bill is introduced, Senator | period improvements in pno case sha

be a=sessed at more than 50 per centum
of their value, and provided further
that hereinafter personal property, in-
cluding household moods, merchandise,
money in bank, stocks, notes, bonds,
mortgages and other evidences of debt,

| jewelry, horses and other domestic
animsals, ‘rianges, automobiles, booka,
machinery, implements, tools, office fix-
tures and Turniture, boats, tugs and

other vessels, locomotive cars, wagons,
carts, drays andqlike vehicles shall be
who!ly exempt (rom taxgtlon.“

The biill expressly provides that the
value of all franchises shall be consld-
ered and treated as land values and
assessed on the same basis as land
values.

Itepresenlative Bailey's local self-
povernment bill, introduced at the
opening of Congress. was written after
consultation with Thomas E. Will of
thiz ecity. It provides for an election
of the District Commissioners,

ATTEMFT TO WRECK TRAIN.

Pennsylvania Bailroad Cfficials Are
Investigating Plot Against Flyer.

STEUBENVILLE, Ohio, December 5.
—Pennsylvania railroad officials today
were investigating an attempt mads
last night 10 wreck their fast St. Louis-

' to-New York train No. 32 at the en-

trance to tunnel No. 7 near Uniontown,
Ohio.

Five minutes hefore the fiyer was due
a track walker discoverad a three-ton
sixtv-foot steel rail bound to the tracks
with heavy chains. Using boulders to
break the chains, he managed to clear
the, obstruction Jjust as the train

whistled for the tunnel,

Company officials do not credit the
robbery theory, but think disgruntled
trackmen, recently dlscharged may

{sectarian influen

Bulgars anfﬁermm' coréen-
trating toCrush Army pf i)
- Entente Allies. - =

LONDON, December 8, 12:12
p-m.—With the Serbian armies in
retreat behind the Albanian and
Montenegrin frontiers, it is re-
ported the bulk of the German
and Bulgarian armies is being
concentrated against the allied
armies holding the southeast cor-
ner of Serbia.

Heavy fighting has been in
progress there for the last few

days. :
French Defeat Not Confirmed.
There is no confirmation of hints

from various sources that the French
troops have been forced definitely to
abandon the positions held by them
since the beginning of the campaign.
The  fall . of Monastir and the south-
ward progress of German and Bul-
garian forces, however,_ have placed
the northern wing of the French ex-
pedition in a precarious situation, and
withdrawal from the angle formed by
the Vardar and Cerna rivers appar-
ently has begun. .
Constant arrival of fresh forees and
war materials at Saloniki give evidence
that the allles have no intention of
abandoning their efforts in this region,

Montenegrins Fight Desperately.

Although the Germans have an-
nounced the capture of Ipek, Montenegro,
the pursuing Austrian and Bulgarian
armies evidently are confronted with
a harder task on the Montenegrin fron-
tier than elsewhere.

The Montenegrina continue to offer
spirited resistance and 1o check the
Invaders wherever possible by sharp

counter attacks. An official statement
issued through the Montenegrin consul
service at Paris says:

“Our troops counter attacked the
enemy vigorously in the direction of
Jabuka-Mataroge December " 6, and
succeeded In throwing him back into

his positions. Fighting among ad-
vanced points is occurring in all direc-
tions.”

Orderly Retreat Difficult.

In Albania the Serblans, who had been
compelled to leave behind quantities of
war materials, appear incapable of or-
ganized resistance. Even an orderly
retreat is made difficult, as the Serbians
are incumbered with lifrge numbers of
civilians and prisoners, and according
to some reporte have been set upon by
Albanians. i

The latest dispatches state that the
French are bringing heavy guns into
action in the Strumitza section, causin
the Bulgarlans to retire with / heavy
Josses. A battle of large proportions
between the Bulgarian and Franco-
British troops appears to be pending.

DISCUSSES RURAL CHURCHES.

Gov. Willis of Ohio in Address De-
plores Their Decline.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, December 8. —De-
cline of the rural churches was de-
plored by Gov. Frank B. Willis here to-
day in an address of welcome before
the opening session of the conference
of the commission on church and eoun-
try life.

The session was attended by dele-
gates to the convention of the Federal
Council of Churches of ' Christ in

Americn. !
The governor e

essed the hope that
would not prevent
the movement ..

have planned the wreck for revenge. _

- federats - -country

Yot the Island of Crete.

Jmiles

FATE OF AMERICAN
VESSEL REPORTE
SUNK IS IN DOUBT

0il Steamer Communipaw Ru-
mored Torpedoed Off Coast
of Tripoli.

AT ALEXANDRIA MONDAY,
ACCORDING TO DISPATCH

Italian and Greek Ships, Searching
Vicinity, Fail to Find Trace
of Disaster.

FIVE OF CREW U. S. CITIZENS

Petrolite, Owned by Same Company,
Said to Have Been Attacked
in Mediterranean on
Sunday.

LONDON, December 8, 12:47

p.m.—A telegram from Alexan-
dria, Egypt, received today by
Lloyds, says that the American
steamship Communipaw, reported
in a Rome dispatch last night to
have been sunk off Tobruk, Tri-
poli, by a submarine, arrived at
Alexandria Monday.

It is inferred that possibly
some confusion has arisen in re-
gard to the identity of the vessel
torpedoed.

If the report of the torpedoing
of the Communipaw is substan-
tiated she must have discharged
her cargo of oil and have been on
the way to another port when at-
tacked.

Coast 200 Miles Away.

The point &t which the Communipaw
is said to have been sunk corresponds
closely to the position of the Ameri-
cak. tank ship Petrolite when it was
attacked by a submarine Sunday, ac-
leonding to d-report TECEfVed vesterday.

The announcement from Rome of the
torpedoing of the Communipaw said
she. had been sunk near Tobruk,
Tripoli. The position of the Petrolite
iwas given as off the southeast coast
The island lles

north of Tripoli, about 200
rom the African coast.

New York Gets Confirmation.
NEW YORK, December 8.—A dispatch
from Alexandria, Egypt, apparently

confirmatory of the report received by
London Lloyds, that the oil tanker

‘directl

RIVER AND HARBOR
CONVENTION 1S ON

Secretary Redfield Declares
“Pork” Joke Is Injurious
to Movement.

—_

GERMANY IS CITED
AS MODEL FOR THE U. S.

Senator Ransdell Would Balk Rail-
roads From Undermining Water
Transportation Rates.

Success will meet

cates rivers and harbors im-
provement only when the “pork”
joke is taken wholly out of the
movement, Secretary Redfield
told the delegates at the opening
of the twelfth annual convention
of the National Rivers and Har-
bors Congress at the New Willard
today. He told them that they
had a national project, and they
should take the parochial idea out

of it.

Senator Joseph E. Ransdell of Louis-
iana, president of the Congress, opened
the convention at 10:30 o'clock. He
was presented with a silver-mounted
gavel, which Mrs. Ransdell had made
for him from cedar taken from the
yard of their home in Louisiana.

The speakers today "pointed to Ger-
many as a model for developing water
transportation. Senator Ransdell an-
nounced his purpose to have the in-
terstate commercg act amended to pre-
vent railroads from undermining water
transportation rates.

Points Cut “Weak Link ™

Habitual uss of the work “pork” in
relation to rivers and harbors work
has been the weak link in the efforts
to get such improvements, Secretary
William (. Redfleld of the Depariment
of Commerce told the rivers and har-
bors delegates in opening their’ con-
vention today. He said the rivers and
harbors development had gotten away
beyond the parochial stage.

Secretary Redfield spoke frankiy to
the delegates, pointing out the pit-

of

lfalla. explained the relation of water-

ways to the improvemgnt of com-
merce, scouted the idea _ that the
railroads were retarding river and
‘harbor work and sald that natum‘rm-.
terways must be Improved and a -
cial ones built in order to be ready for
the commerce which is sure to comé.
“You are now,’ he sald, “at the wery
height of the peculiar fitness of your
cause. The vessels are ready, the
motor is ready, the commerce is ready.
All that Is needed is a place 10 moye.
“The weakness of your cause lies in
the habitual, thouzh untruthful, use of
the word *‘pork.” There is no cause to
joke. You cannot get anything until
it has outgrown the joking stage. We
in America will have our laugh, no
matter what it holds back. Many good
causes have been held back because
of the American desire for a laugh.

Bigger Than Any District.

Communipaw was safe, was received

today by the Standard OIl offices here. |
| triet.

This message stated that the Com-
munipaw reached Alexandria Sunday !
last and would sail for New York
Tuesday (yvesterday).

The dispatch came from Capt. Nord- |
strom of the Communipaw, and was
glven out by David T. Warden. mana-
ger of the foreign shipping department
of the Standard Oil Company of New
Jersey. )

“We are anxiougly awaiting word
from our vessel, the Petrolite,” said M-,
Warden, ' “‘but have received no news
except what we saw in the papers.”

Whether a mistake has been made in
reporting the Communipaw torpedoed
or whether she was torpedoed after
leaving Alexandria on her home voy-
age Standard Ol officials can oniy con-
jecture.

“Your cause is bigger than any dis-
1t Il= larger in scope than any
one stream or harbor. It Iz of self-in-
terest #s a whole to a national people
He is an enemy of national commerce
who would seek to do it in a parochial
way.

“The act, purpose and spirit of local
‘pork’ should be separdted from such a
great and honorable cause as yours."”

Secretary Redfield said the best ar-
gument against the charge that the
railroads were retarding waterway de-
velupment was the Hudeon river, with
a large fleet of daily boats. although
flanked on one side bv a four-track
system and on the other one of two
tracks.

Where there isg direct water trans-

Too Slow to Reac portation between two places it is

h Scene. cheaper and aquicker than rai!matls.r

The Communipaw could make only | He said he had _Im-al_i-d a factory at

nine knots an hour, Mr. Warden =aid, the head of navigation of the !luld.

d assuming she left Alexandri 2 son because he could put a machine

an g = SReXAnaria; Yes- aboard one evening fand have it in New

terday or even Monday, she could not | York «ity the next day, as azainst
have goue 356 miles to a point near|thiee dayg on the railroad.

Tobruk, Tripeli. off where the original
cable dispatch from Rome said the ship
had been struck. This dispatch was
filed at Rome at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday, the
day the Standard Ol had been advised
the Communipaw Jleft Alexandria.

“] feel sure the Communipaw is safe,”

Example Set by Corn Boys. |
=xving that the country was more ur‘
lesn.ih.mr- posgition of an unbalanced
factory, he added that il the fathers |
of the boys in the corn ¢lubs should
take up the work of tielr sons and !

said Mr. Warden. “But we are atill
puzzled as to what, if anything, has
happened to the Petrolite. We do not
expect any word from her until she
reaches Algiers.”™ H

German Steamer Originally.

Both the Communipaw and the Petrg- |
lite were purchased by the Standard|
0il Company from the German-Ameri-

can Petroleum Company of Germany

after the beginning of the war, to-
gether with about twehty other oil
ateamers. They were (transferred to

American registry.

The Communpaw, formerly named the
Deutschland., was a three-masted steel
steamer, She left New York October
27 for Alexandria, Egvpt, but was de-
tained at Genoa by the ltalian authori-
ties until December 2, -

The Petrolite left New York Novem-
ber 7 for Alexandria With a cargo of
oil. According to Mr. Warden, she had
discharged her cargo and was on the
return voyage when attacked. Np re-
port Is expected from her captain until
he touches at a port whence hé canp
communicate by cable.

British Warships Searching.

ROME, December 1058 p.m.—The
British authorities have given orders
that the squadron of warships at Malta
and the Egyptian squadron give chase
to the submarine reported to have sunk |
the Communipaw.

W. Brown, editor of the St. Louis RHe-
A search by two steamers, one a public. If waterways are used only as
Greek and the other Italian, at the|a club over raHroads, he asserted,’either

spot near Tobruk, Tripoli., Where the
Communipaw is reported to have been
sunk failed to reveal any elgn of the
tank - ship or of survivors, These
steamers were Sent out as s0on as word
was received at Tobruk that a ship
had been sunk,

State Depariment Waits
for Definite Information
About the Communipaw

Conflicting dispatches from Rome
and London as to the American tank
steamer Communipaw, one reporting
her sunk off Tobruk, Tripoli, the other
announcing her arrival at Alexandria,
Egypt, left officials here in suspense.

QOfMcia). . adyices. from = _Ambagsador

churches.

{has its nroper nlace in relation one to

the univefsal habit there is |
railroad in the country that

make it
not a

| would be equal to the task of handling |

the fraight, There would not be enougzh

jears to handle the business,

“The r.ilroazd and the waterway each |

the other. Without both the nation
would not get along at all
“We ghould bImprove the mnatural

streams and create artificial ones where
conditions require, so that we will be
sanely ready to Keep our own factory
going.” ]

Talks of Railway Development.

Development of the railroad has served
to retard waterways development in this
country, according to Col. C. MeD. Town-
zend, Enginecr Corps, I". 8 A. While
the water ways remain undeveloped, rail-
roads grew up and factories were placed
near the railroad tracks, until now trans-
portation in thig couniry by water means
expensive preliminary handling by wagon,
truck and human labor.  In Geemany the
waterways were developed first, and fae-
tories were pliced along the river banks.
Conditions on the great lakes, where fac-
tories haves been built largely on the
water front, is an indication of what can

be dene, said Col. Townsend.
Division of freight into classes so that |
the railr should varry the high-grade |

freight and the boats lower grade is the
only proper economic solution of the
transportation problem, according to I'aul

interior points are forced to make up
for the new low riates given (o river poris
or the railropds Ubecome unproductive
property. Calling attention to the fact
that the railroads employ 1,600,000 men
and have a funded debt of $11,000,000,000,
he said thai “the idea that any concession
forced from the rallroads is clear gain
is erroneous and should be dropped. He
predicted that the America of the future
would use water transportation.

Municipalities Held Responsible.

Fallure of the development of the
navigable streams of the country today
was placed squarely on the shoulders of
municipalities by former Gov. A. O. Eber-
hart of Minnesota.

*“The fallure to make proper use of
the navigable streams.of.th puniry,”
he said, "is chargeable to thW.mupici-

the advo-|

| he

CHANGES OF PEACE
[HEME ENGROSSING
GERMANIC POWERS

Feverish Interest in Coming
Speech of German Im-
perial Chancellor.

READY TO END THE WAR °
WHEN FOES OWN DEFEAT

LT

Belief Prevails That Entente Allies
Have Not Yet Reached
That Stage.

GOES TO CONSULT EMPEROR

Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg Making
Careful Preparation for His
Statement to the
Reichstag.

AMSTERDAM. via London.
December 8 —Dispatches, from
Berlin state that Dr. von Beth-
mann-Hollweg, the German im-
perial chancellor, has gone to con-
l'er_\\'ilh Emperor William at
army headquarters,

.It is said that the purpose of
his visit is to discuss with the
¢mperor the details of the chap-
cellor’'s coming speech in the
reichstag. which is awaited with
feverish interest by the public,

Putlic interest Is Keen,

Seldom has there been such a de-
mand for seats in the galleries of the
réichstag, and the coming statement
is the subject of universal speculation.

Germany's intentiens regarding the
Balkans and the possibilities of peage

lare the chief topics uroen, which the
chancellor is expected to give light—

Hungarian Peace Views.

A long speech delivered by Count
Julius Andrassy, former premier of
Hungary, at the latest session of the
Hungarian chamber, dealt mainiy with
the possibility of peace, according to a
dispatch from Budapest. _This mes-
sage quotes Count Andrassy as follows:

"It is the human duty to make peage
at the earliest possible moment. I am
completely convinced that we shall be
able Lo conquer the most extreme re-
sistance of our enemies and continue
the war until our adversaries ars
forced to ask for peace, but it would
be a blessing If it were possible te

conclude peace before this last moment
comes.

Time Not Tet Ripe.

“If, despite these considerations, T do
not now espouse definite action toward
peace, the reason is that 1 am con-
vinced that the time is not yet ripe.
The fact that on the other side 1 do
not perceive any sign ot a poasibility
of the conclusion of peace at present
prevents me from all actions toward
peace,

“Moreover, all gigns demonstrate that
our adversaries have not yet acknowl-
edged the present result of the war,
and they are doing everything in order,
perhaps, vet to obtlain a change in the
fortune of war., The declarations of
the French premier and the speeches
made in the house of commons also
offer in the present circumstances
little promis=e of an early peace. ¥

[ Foes Do Not Admit Defeat.

BERLIXN,
Sayville, N.
convention

December 8, by wireless tn
Y.—In an address before i
of the progressive peoples

party the president, Friedrich vgn
Payer, a membsr of the reichstag,
ralsed the question whether Germany.

“being the stronger and having won the
victory, ought to hold out her hand for
peace.” Herr von Payver replied to hix
own question by asserting that this
would be passible only when the ene-
mies of GGermany realizged that they hail
?een defeated, as they had not thus
ar.

“The world did not understand this™
continued, believing the German
military or annexationist party was
opposed to peace at the present lime,
desiring to carry on the war to a {ur-
ther stage.

Successes in Diplomacy.

The political situation, the president
=aid, was best iliustrated by the fact
that the British were pointing to the
successes of German diplomacy as con-
trasted with their own Tailures.

The increase in food prices in Ges-
many was not surprising, he said, since
there had been a similar advance in all
other European countries, including the
neutrals,

Germany’'s financial conditions, Herr
von Fayer said, was exceedingly satis-
factory. It had become apparent during
the war that England was poorer aml
Germany richer than the world had
believed.

Asquith Gives No Pledge.

LOXNDOXN, December & 3:44 pm—"37
proposals of a serious character for &
general peace aire put forward by the
enemy governments, either directly or
through a mneutral power, they will
first be discussed by the allied govern-
mients. 1'ntil this contingency arises
1 cannot give any further pledge.”

The foregoing was Premler Asguith's
reply, made in the house of commons
today, to the request of Philip Snow-
den, soclalist member for Blackburn,
for a pledge that no proposals for ne-
gotiations based on the ®vacuation of
conguered territory shall be rejected by
the British government without the
knowledge of parliament. FPremier As-
quith added:

“As soon as proposils for peace are
put forward it will be the desire of
the government to take parliament imto
its confidence at the earHest possible
moment."

FRENCH LOSE TRENCHES
IN CHAMPAGNE DISTRICT

BERLIN, December §, via Lgndon,
3:06 p.m.—Capture of a French¥ poai-
tion more than 500.yards in lgogth on

Hill No. Ils.d l::rltcli' 9{. Souaing in tg
pagrie r an
headquarters today,
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